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One of the most interactive
and inspiring exhibitions exploring

the world of mathematics.



MathAlive! is designed to inspire, to spark the imagination, to reveal not only 
math at work, but the endless possibilities of math. Primarily designed for kids in 
grades 3-8, the exhibition brings to life the real math behind what kids love most – 
video games, sports, fashion, music, robotics, and more – and creates interactive 
and immersive experiences that bring to life the math at work in each, whether in 
design, application or use.

In this 5,000 square foot exhibition, visitors will ride snowboards in a 4D 
experience, design (and play) their own video games, capture their 360-degree 
images in a unique interactive, jump into a fractal dance party, even design a 
custom skateboard for “pop” - the quick, snapping motion that allows a board to 
do the best tricks. Through nearly 40 unique, interactive experiences, the exhibit 
takes math from its native form into the applied worlds of design, engineering, 
technology and science.

They’ll explore and operate simulations of NASA’s latest robotics, including the 
Robonaut 2 and the Curiosity Rover. They’ll challenge the forces of nature with 
their bridge-building skills on a large-scale eco bridge; and take on different 
engineering roles as they design a more sustainable infrastructure for a city.

March 10, 2012 - June 3, 2012
World Premiere

Smithsonian Institution
International Gallery

Located in the S. Dillon Ripley Center

1100 Jefferson Drive, SW

(Located next door to the Castle)

Washington, DC

Smithsonian information: 202-633-1000

Field trip information and scheduling:

www.mathalive.com or call 202-633-0050

Developed in collaboration with

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics,

National Aeronautics and Space Administration,

National Society of Professional Engineers, MATHCOUNTS,

Society of Women Engineers, MathMovesU



No exhibition ever has better answered 
the age-old question: “Will I ever use all 
this math they’re teaching us?”

Visitors are accompanied by fun and quirky virtual guides, and along the way 
they’ll meet and hear professionals, visionaries and inspiring personalities talk 
about math in their work across fields kids are most interested in exploring. The 
exhibit addresses all math strands and subjects for upper elementary and middle 
school, and neatly aligns with standards for educator planning.

This innovative exhibit responds to the national movement toward greater focus 
on STEM development and STEM career awareness, and inspiring kids to make 
math a priority, reaching them in that window of vulnerability when math gets more 
challenging and kids begin to lose interest.

The exhibit debuts at Smithsonian Institution in March 2012.


